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Universal Health Care introduced to Legislature

n the first day
of the National
fiCover the Unin-

suredo week (March 10)
Rep. Mark Miller and Rep.
Tammy Baldwin joined
members of the Coalition
for Wisconsin Health to in-
troduce THEWISCONSIN
UNIVERSAL HEALTH
CARE BILL into the State
Legislature (AB229). Sen.
Tim Carpenter is the spon-
sor in the Senate (SB90).
On April 13 Rep. Gregg
Underheimds Assembly
Committee on Health held
a hearing on the bill at our
State Capitol which lasted
six hours. As sponsor, Rep.
Miller opened the session
with a comprehensive de-
scription of the bill. The

State Representative Mark
Miller (D-Monona)

hard questions from the
Committee made it obvi-
ous that legislators re-
ally are concerned about
the crisis, and the cost of
health care. Here are ex-
cerpts from a few of the
presenters:

Wayne Corey: (CEO of
Wisconsin Independent
Businesses®WIB) fiOnly
a dramatic overhaul of the
current system will bring
quality health care cover-
age and stable costs. As-
sembly Bill 229 certainly
proposes a dramatic over-
haul in the systemo

Dr. Nancy Selfridge
spoke strongly about the
difyculties for physicians
in the current climate of
health care.

James Wrich, a special-
ist in health economics
who has analyzed the plan,
outlined the potential cost
savings to Wisconsin if the
bill were passed.

The only person who
spoke against the bill was

a member of the Health
Insurance Association of
America(HIAA) - the folks
who brought us iHarry and
Louiseo.

(Detailsand complete tes-
timoniesareonourwebpage
TAwisconsinhealth.orgo)

Now it is up to all of us!
Most people in Wisconsin
do NOT know that there is
ahealth careplanintheleg-
islature that can save money
and cover everyone T As-
sembly Bill 229 and Senate
Bill 90. We will never have
achancetoseeitpassedun-
less thousands of us talk
with our friends and rela-
tives, and together tell our
legislators loud and clear
that we want them to vote
for AB229 and SB90!!

Hooboooooood

Tell your legislators right away:

Vote Yes on AB229 & SB90!

State AFL/CIO president David Newby (L)
joins Dr. Linda Farley, Rep. Tammy Baldwin,
and Nancy Johnson in support of universal

heath care.

Left: Economist James Wrich (center) and

Nancy Johnson (seated) depicting the sick
state of our health care system.

Dr. Gene Farley speaks with Frederica Freiberg

of Wisconsin Public Radio.



Wisconsin legislation has great company

Several states are working on
similar health care bills because
they all have problems like
Wisconsings. As Randy Roberts,
a small businessman in Unity,
Maine recently wrote in UHCAN
May/June 2003:

filn 1975... | had to sell one
washing machine a month to
provide an employee and his
family with Blue Cross. Now
I have to sell eight washers a
month-and thatés coverage just
for the employee and his wife,
not the kids.o

MAINE has passed a fiuni-
versalo health care program, but
it relies on private health plans
that do nothing to address the
problem of administrative waste.
Worse, using multiple private
plans will perpetuate inequities
of having one group of citizens

with a "Cadillac" insurance plan,
and other equally worthy citizens
with no health insurance at all.
Also, employers must contribute
about 60% of the costs, and many
simply will not be able to afford the
coverage. Our plan is much better
than this one.

CALIFORNIA studied nine op-
tions, hiring the highly respected
and conservative D.C.-based yrm,
The Lewin Group to do a ynancial
analysis, and they determined that
fisingle payer is the only system
that guarantees that every one of
the 34 million Californians would
get the health care they need when
they really need it T and does so at
a savingso.

ILLINOIS: The iiHealth Care
Justiceo act (HB2268, SB1430)
passed the House in April and is
pending in the Senate. Rebecca

Sawyer-Spoon, an uninsured Ili-
nois small business owner asked:
AWhy isndt health care considered
protection by the government?
We feel so much more terrorized
in our daily lives by our lack of
access to health care than we do
by foreign terrorist attacks!o

Even the U.S. CONGRESS
proposed a change to level the
playing yeld. They considered an
amendment to the Medicare leg-
islation that would require law-
makers to lower their own drug
cuveraye to the level provided in
the vnal Medicare bill T and the
Senate approved it 93 to 3!

But Wait! The next day sev-
eral senators told the newspaper
Roll Call that it was fia symbolic
vote that would be overturned in
negotiations with the Houseo. The
Washington Post 7/6/03

Family farmers
pay high price

Farm families are especially
hard hit in our wrecked system
of health care.

fiFarmers pay more that three
times as much in health insur-
ance premiums.o Wisconsin
State Farmer, April 18, 2003

Farm Bureau women have
organized to press their leg-
islators to vnd a solution to
their problem. A possible one
at present is to let farmers buy
into the state employeeso insur-
ance pool.
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